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STATEMENT BY THE CAMEROON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
TO MARK THE 32nd INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS

WITH DISABILITIES

Theme. - United in action to rescue and achieve the snGs for, with and by persons
with disabilities

3 December 2023

The Cameroon Human Rights Commission (hereinafter: lithe Commission "),
established by Law No. 2019/014 of 19 July 2019 and rendered operational on 29 April
2021, following the swearing-in of its members before the Supreme Court sitting in Joint
Benches,

Recalling that the International Day of Persons with Disabilities is celebrated yearly on
3 December with the aim of "eliminating prejudice and fear from society"], while promoting
their integration and access to economic, social and political life,

Recalling also thatthe 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, on 7
October 1992, adopted Resolution 47/3 proclaiming 3 December each year as the
International Day of Disabled Persons,

Noting that this Day provides an appropriate opportunity to mobilise the actors involved
in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, to assess the progress
made in their development, to identify the difficulties encountered and to look to the future,
considering new challenges,

I See Joseph SHAPIRO, No Pity, Nouveaux Horizons, 1993,247 pp., p. 3.
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Noting further that '[t]he time [has come] to showcase their skills, potential and
talents, while mobilising the international community to support the dignity and well-being
of persons with disabilities+,

Considering that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, adopted on
13 December 2006 by United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/611611, which entered
into force on 3 May 2008 and was ratified by Cameroon on 28 December 2008, aims to
promote and protect the full enjoyment of all human rights by persons with disabilities and to
respect their inherent dignity,

Recalling that Article 3 of the same Convention sets out eight general principles,
namely:

Respect for inherent dignity [...]
Non-discrimination
Full and effective participation and integration in society
Respectfor differences [...]
Equal opportunities
Accessibility
Equality between men and women
Respect for [the rights of the child with disabilities p,

Also recalling that Cameroon actively celebrates this day yearly under the auspices of
the Ministry of Social Affairs (MINAS), and that the expected results include:

highlighting the main actions and progress made in promoting and protecting
the rights of persons with disabilities
raising national awareness of the theme of the Day
identifying the best strategies for main streaming disability Issues m each
sector,

Considering that the theme of this year, United in action to rescue and achieve the
SDGs for, with and by persons with disabilities, underlines the global commitment to
promote inclusion and accessibility for persons with disabilities in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),

Noting that, according to the UN,

[t]he attainment of genuinely sustainable development for individuals with disabilities
necessitates a clear emphasis on their requirements and entitlements, not only as

2 See "Joumee intemationale des personnes handicapees" , http://www.minas.cm/fr/journee-internationale-des-
personnes-handicapees.html, accessed on 29 November 2023.

3 See UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with, Article 3.
2
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recipients but also as dynamic participants in social, economic, and political realms" of
the country,

Noting that, according to Article 1 of the above-mentioned Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities,

Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers, may
hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others,

Taking into account Section 2 of Law No. 2010/002, of 13 April 2010, on the
Protection and Promotion of Persons with Disabilities, and of its Implementing Order No.
201S/6233/PM of 26 July 201S, holds that "a person with a disability [is] someone who is
incapable of attending to all or some requirements for a typical individual or social life, due
to a physical or mental impairment, regardless of whether or not it is congenital; [the article
also defines disability as] a constraint that limits the ability of an impaired person to fully
participate in an activity within agiven environment",

Noting that, according to the United Nations,

the [17] Sustainable Development Goals, [adopted by the General Assembly on 25
September 2015], provide a universal call to action to eliminate poverty, safeguard the
planet and improve the quality of life for everyone, [including those with disabilities],
across the globe; the goals also aim to create opportunitiesfor all individuals',

Considering that the United Nations Development Programme's (UNDP) Report
published on 9December 2022 highlights that "the Coronavirus pandemic, the war in
Ukraine, and climate change have all hampered Africa's (including individuals with
disabilities') efforts to achieve SDGs,,6,

Noting that in spite of progress made in many areas of the 2030 Agenda for the
Sustainable Development Goals, it remains insufficient due to the inadequate speed and scale
of its implementation, which exacerbates the vulnerability of persons with disabilities,

Considering that the UN Secretary General, during the Weekend of Action for the
Sustainable Development Goals held on 16 and 17 September 2023 at the UN Headquarters
in New York, said

4 See "International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 3 December", https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-
persons-with-disabilities, accessed on 29 November 2023.

5 See "The Sustainable Development Agenda ", https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/enldevelopment-
agenda/, accessed on 29 November 2023.

6 See African Union, Economic Commission for Africa, African Development Bank, United Nations
Development Programme, 2022 Africa Sustainable Development Report, November 2022, 152 pp.
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[t]he global Covid-19 pandemic, geopolitical divides, and the lack of public interest
in achieving the SDGs necessitate a genuine stimulus package [as 0]nly 15 per
cent of the targets are on track, with many going into reverse',

Also noting that during the same event, Mr Dennis Francis, President of the 78th Session
of the United Nations General Assembly, encouraged all stakeholders across all fields and
disciplines, including organisations representing persons with disabilities, to participate in
"delivering tangible outcomes for both people and the planet; it is imperative that concrete
progress be made, and voices and hands lent to ensure a transformative process".

Bearing in mind that due to the vulnerability and social challenges experienced by
individuals with disabilities, their rights are explicitly acknowledged and safeguarded at
national, African and worldwide levels.

Considering that the Preamble to the Constitution of the Republic of Cameroon of 18
January 1996 states that "the nation shall protect [ ..] the elderly and the disabled", thus
promoting the equality of all before the law,

Considering also the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, which was
adopted on 27 June 1981 in Nairobi, Kenya, and ratified by Cameroon on 20 June
1989,stipulates in Article 18(4) that "persons with disabilities shall have the right to specific
measures of protection in keeping with their physical or moral needs", Taking into account
the African Charter of the Values and Principles of Decentralisation, Local Governance, and
Local Development, which was adopted on 27 June 2014 in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea,
entered into force on 13 January 2019, and ratified by Cameroon on 31 October 2019, and
which, in its Preamble, recognises decentralisation, local governance and local development
as prerequisites for improving the living conditions of all the peoples of the continent,
including persons with disabilities,

Considering Article 27(2) of Law No. 2010/002 of 13 April 2010 on the protection and
promotion of persons with disabilities, which provides that the State "shall encourage the
participation of persons with disabilities in various social and political bodies" in Cameroon,

The Commission commends the Government and its partners for their efforts to enhance
the legal and institutional framework related to the rights of persons with disabilities,
including:

- the partnership agreement between the Inclusive Society for Persons with
Disabilities Platform and MINAS, signed on 8 June 2023 in Yaounde

- tDecree No. 0036/MINCOMMERCE, signed on 15 February 2023, establishing
harmonised urban transport fares for persons with reduced mobility, the ceiling per
kilometre being set at 7 CFA francs

7 Extract from the speech of Antonio GUTERRES, United Nations Secretary General, during the SDG Action
Weekend, 16 December 2023 at UN Headquarters in New York.
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- the United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, ratified by
Cameroon on 28 September 2023 and entered into force on 28 October 2023;

The Commission acknowledges the range of initiatives organised by domestic
institutions, development partners and civil society organisations in support of persons with
disability, specifically:

the Douala Port Authority (PAD) which launched activities to commemorate the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 25 November 2023 in Douala
the Cameroon National Paralympic Committee which organised the Paralympic
Games in Yaounde from 24 to 26 November 2023
the Institut Africain d'Informatique CIAI)which presented around 100 certificates
for ICT training to persons with disabilities in Mbalmayo on 13 October 2023 the
Cameroon representation of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
and MINAS sponsorship of a capacity-building workshop for associations of
persons with disabilities, focused on coordination mechanisms between such
associations, which took place in Douala from 23 to 25 August 2023
the training workshop for legal professionals on the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, organised by the United Nations Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa, from 20 to 21 July 2023, at Hotel
Mont-Febe in Yaounde
The Association for the Promotion of Persons with Disabilities in Cameroon
(PROMHANDICAM) which held an advocacy workshop for municipal councils
and decentralised government services on the employment of persons with
disabilities in Yaounde on 17 July 2023
the Cercle des Jeunes aveugles rehabilites du Cameroun (CJARC) and its partners
from France and Chad, who conducted a training course in mathematical Braille,
from 3 to 14 April 2023 in Mongo, Chad
the Cameroon Federation of Sports for the Visually Impaired (FECASDEV) which
held an elective General Assembly on Wednesday 7 December 2022 at the
headquarters of the Cameroon Federation of Sports for the Intellectually Impaired
(FECASDI), attended by the representative of the Ministry of Sports and Physical
Education (MINSEP),

The Commission is pleased that it was able to release two statements between 4
December 2022 and 3 December 2023, on days commemorating the rights of categories of
persons with disabilities, namely:

- the Sixth International Sign Language Day, celebrated on 23 September 2023
on the theme "A World Where Deaf People Can Sign Anywhere" and

- the 22nd World Braille Day, which was observed on 4 January 2023;
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